ANIMAL OLYMPICS Pre-set

Lighting: General cover, House lights.

Get in music: Sound: Intro Track 1: animal SFX with Chinese music 

Set: Trestle table centre stage, box underneath.

Enter FB.

Hello! My name’s Francesca. Well, that’s one of my names.  Actually I’ve got two names, an English name and a Chinese name. Francesca’s my English name, actually,  it’s an Italian name,  it means lady from France,  it doesn’t really describe me. My Chinese name is May Yee, and that means Beautiful and useful and that doesn’t describe me AT ALL.

What’s your name? Is that your mum? She looks nice. I suppose you have a Birthday? When’s your birthday? That means your star sign is …….  That’s your horoscope. And if you’ve got one horoscope, you’ve got two. Do you know what your Chinese horoscope sign is?  I wish I had a horoscope. I don’t have a horoscope because I don’t have a birthday. I was found in a bag when I was a baby. Here it is. My mum must have written my names in the bag. And she wrapped me in pair of pants. That’s all I got from my mum – two names and a bag of pants. Would you like to see my pants? 

(Takes pants out of bag) 

SOUND SFX Track 2  “Magic pants…. Magic pants!”

FB

Here they are. Did anyone hear anything?  There was a note with the pants and the note said that I should never ever ever ever ever ever ever put the pants on. Ever. So I haven’t. But I really want to…. But I shouldn’t… but I really want to….. OK I will, but if anything happens, then it’s all your fault!

(Puts pants on)

SFX Track 3 Transformation to May Yee

LIGHTS: coloured lights, gobos, movement et

Suddenly, a magical moment, the lights flicker, atmospheric music  - enter

MAY YEE the Jade Princess

Greeting Mortals – I am May Yee, the Jade Princess and I have come to ask you Three things. First, please switch off your mobile phones. Second, place the paper plates and pens under the chairs. And thirdly, help our descendant, who between you and me is a bit of a bozo, to sort out a most terrible quarrel between the heavenly star animals. 

The story started with my father, the Jade Emperor. He is a very bossy man. He really likes to order people about. Now, a great way of bossing people is with time. You’re too late. You’re too early! You’re out of time! Back then, there were no clocks or calendars, people told the time by the stars. So the Emperor ordered time by commanding the star animals to race across the Lo River, which everyone knows is very fast and deep. As a prize, he gave the hours and the years to the animals in the order that they came in the race. But things have been going wrong. Somebody or something is unhappy with the situation. The Chinese Government is even more bossy than my father and will punish anyone who disturbs the Olympic Games, so we have escaped here, to the Edinburgh Festival, to find the one person in the world who can sort this out, my worthless descendant, a person so clueless, she does not even know her own birthday. She does not belong to any animal so she will be fair. As she is not the sharpest tool in the shed, it is necessary that you help her with this heavenly task. I am leaving this important matter in your hands. I hope they are clean. Good luck.

SFX Sound Track 4 Transformation ends, Lights flicker. FB reappears

FB 

Well she was a bit snotty, wasn’t she? Now, what’s this TASK we have to do? Sort out the universe? What’s in the box? (Opens it hesitantly…)

Woof! Moo! Oink! (slams it shut opens it again…) Roar!

Everyone calm down and get in line, I’ll take you out in the order that you come in the race, the order that you come in the calendar.”

(Look in box, look at audience, look back, take animal out and lay on table.)

Rat!

Rat – ‘ Me first, I’m first’ 

That’s strange, Rat comes first, he’s the smallest..

Ox!

Ox ‘Oi likes to moo-ve it, moooo-ve it! Hello, Moosic is moi loife. Me and my crew came 2nd in the UK BeatOxing championships’.

Tiger!

Tiger ‘I’m a celebrity, get me out of here!’ 

Tiger seems a bit snooty – but I suppose Tiger’s are a bit like celebrities, they’re very glam and secretive and everyone’s always trying to hunt them down.

Rabbit! And Dragon seems to be holding on to her!

Rabbit and Dragon ‘Are we there yet?’ ‘Wait for me Bonnie! 

Hmm they seem to want to sit together. Who’s next -

Snake!

Snake ‘So this is Scccotland’s famous Assssembly Rooms – swell to meet you.’ 

Horse!

Oh it’s Sheep, Monkey and Rooster – they built a raft and sailed across together!

Monkey ‘Ooooh oooh oooh look at all the people!!’ 

Sheep ‘Baaaad monkey. Be quiet. Rooster is having his nap.’

Monkey ‘Sheep is always bossing me because Sheep is four and I am three, but I will be five next birthday and then I will be the boss.

Who’s next – Dog!

Dog – Wuffly to meet you!

So, we’ve got Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey Rooster and Dog – there’s one more animal left in the Chinese Horoscope and it’s… Pig! And he’s French!

‘Cordon bleu, it was bacon in there!

Here they are the animals of the Chinese horoscope. (Miaow…miaow) But I can hear a cat… hang on… (Miaow… miaow..) it is a cat and she’s very cross!

Cat ‘I started the race with all the others, but the next thing I knew I was in the water and I was all cold and wet and I nearly drowned and now I’m all on my own, left out of the calendar and I’ve been crying and crying and I don’t remember what happened – please help me to find out!

So this must be what’s causing all the commotion – cat’s been left out of the calendar and she’s not happy about it. So if we help cat to remember what happened, maybe she won’t be so cross. How are we going to do that? What do detectives do? They look for clues… well, we can’t do that cos it happened a long way a way and a long time ago. What else do detectives do? They talk to witnesses – witnesses are people who were there at the scene of the crime and may have seen what happened. Are there any witnesses we could talk to? All the other animals! Now who came last? The animal who came last should have seen what was going on in front… it’s Pig.

Pig ‘Oui, oui, oui, Oui, oui, oui, yes, it is true I was last. Everyone think he knows the story – the greedy pig, ‘e eat too much, ‘e fall asleep. But if you want to be a detective, you must ask the right questions. Pork wah! did Hercule lose the race? 

(Pick Pig up, On hand talking to audience)

I found a truffle. Little boys, little girls, do you know what a truffle is? 

It look like an ugly mushroom – 

SOUND Track 5 Pig Song

but do not judge a book by it’s cover.

Put some truffle in your mouth and soon you will discover

The truffle is a taste sensation,

A flavour exciting as a new playstation,

It’s a party going on in your tum,

All your birthdays rolled into one,

Yum yum yum

I called up my friend, he’s a chef from Paree,

Remi, I said Come, you must make ratatouille,

with a sauce truffeloise, with a truffle surprise, 

Do not think of the calories straight to our thighs,

We ate it all up then I had a quick kip,

It was getting quite late when I went for my dip

Although I came laste, je ne regrette rien,

Le truffle with me is I Ham what I Ham.

PIG (back on table)  I did not see anything because I was asleep. Perhaps you should ask Dog why he came second? After all, Dog even has a swimming stroke named after him. Doggy Paddle.

FB So Pig didn’t see anything, because Pig was asleep – hmmm Dog does have a swimming stroke named after him – Doggy Paddle. It is strange that Dog was so slow. I think we’d better talk to Dog.

 (DOG puppet to audience front of stage)

Fluffy late Fluffy Race

Fluffy tale Relate.

Fluffy trot through wood.

Fluffy day Fluffy good

Fluffy warm Fluffy sun

Fluffy Wag Fluffy Tongue

Fluffy Prick Fluffy Ear

Fluffy Bird Fluffy Hear

Fluffy see Fluffy Tree 

Fluffy Stop Fluffy Wee

Fluffy trot down road

Fluffy good Fluffy go

Fluffy Sniff Fluff Bin

Bad Man Shouting

‘Get Away You Mongerel!’

Fluffy under Fluffy Fence

Fluffy Spy Crime Offence

Man Anthrax Terrorist

Picture on Wanted List

Fluffy Fly through air

Fluffy Wind Fluffy Fur

Man Fluff Roll Around

Man Fluff on Ground

Biff Bop Punch Jaw

Swing Kick Scratch Claw

Gun Arm Pow Bop

Wam Bam Bite Drop

Man Run Fluff Leap

Man Down Man Sleep

Fluff Sniff Phone Find

Paw 999

Fluff Wuff Statement

Bad Man Prison Sent

Fluff late for Race

Fluff Come Last Place

Fluff Say ok

Each Dog has Day

Fluff go on way

Hope You like Play

Ps ask why

Tiger hide eye?

FB Well DOG was too busy fighting crime, so it wasn’t Dog, but  Mhhh. Tiger  is wearing dark glasses and a wig. Perhaps we better talk to Tiger. 

TIGER: I am not wearing a wig. The only thing I’m trying to hide is my light. Under a bushel -  ‘Tyger Tyger Burning Bright, In the Forests of the Night’ – I didn’t ask to be famous. I’ll tell you why I’m in disguise. But no more questions, please. I am a very private individual. 

Go to mic with puppet SOUND TRACK 6 TIGER SONG

I am Tiger, yes it’s me, 

The one and only, rich and creamy

Feline Celebrity,

The purrrfect Acrobat 

With fearful symmetry.

Of course you recognise me.

It doesn’t in the least disguise me.

This dashing camouflage of black and gold.

And these go-faster stripes

Well the shine me so bright,

And they are just so fashionably bold.

Still I find it surprising,

Yes I find it quite shocking

When I’m out doing shopping,

To be papped!

With no thankyou or please,

No polite je m’exsqueese

It’s as bad as a slap

As a bad case of fleas.

And you probably think

That I’m mad to complain,

When I must have it all,

With my fortune and fame

So it might sound quite strange,

Yes it might sound too quaint,

But I’d give it up in a flash,

The free stuff, the furcoat, the limos, the catwalk, 

The cash,

The blingtastic life-style,

The killer physique,

The bright eyes, the white teeth, the prowl magnifique.

All the circus that comes with this name,

Yes I’d auction it off in a charity bash,

I’d scratch it as soon as as get Rid of a rash

Yes I’d shave it all off like a ladies’s moustache,

If I just had the chance to be no-one at all

If I just had the chance to be boring and dull,

If  I just had the chance to be you.

If I just had the chance to be me.

I came third because I was surrounded by a crowd of hunters, autograph hunters. Taking snapshots of me.  They were after Dragon too, but Dragon just flew away. You might want to ask why Dragon came fifth when Dragon can fly. Curious, don’t you think? 

FB: Hmmm poor Tiger didn’t see anything, because Tiger was wearing dark glasses and running away from fans but it is strange that Dragon didn’t win even though  Dragon can fly, perhaps Dragon saw something... what’s this, Dragon won’t let go of Rabbit! Dragon, we just need to ask you some questions! 

DRAGON: I want Bonnie!!! 

RABBIT: Dragon didn’t do anything wrong. Just because Dragons look fierce and breathe out fire doesn’t mean that they’re bad – you shouldn’t judge people on how they look. Dragon is a hero. I was drowning and Dragon gave up the race to rescue me. Now we’re best best friends. 

SOUND TRACK 7

DRAGON and RABBIT

We’re not so different after all

One is big and the other is small

One has glittering armoured scales

One has a fluffy pom pom tail

One hops around and nibbles on grass

One breathes fire in a fearsome blast

But though we don’t look like each other

We really like to be together. 

I fly through the air with majestic ease

I like to hide in the roots of trees

I like French dressing and I like blue cheese

But most of all I like you

I like red and I like blue 

I like Ben 10 and I like Dr Who

I like raisins and I like cashews

But most of all I like you.

I didn’t mind not winning the race

Cos with me you’ll always be first place,

So vote for Dragon! No, vote for Rabbit!

What one of us wins, the other will share it!

Rabbit: We did see something – we saw a lot of animals on a raft, it looked like they were fighting.  We never fight, do we? (kiss kiss)

FB: Animals on a raft… fighting – I think I can guess who they are… Monkey, Sheep and Rooster. Oh look, Rooster’s awake! (Rooster squeaks. ) Well, I don’t really understand what Rooster is squeaking, maybe Sheep and Monkey can tell me what they were doing on the raft.

Monkey: ooo oooo oooopsy daisy Maisy. I’m not talking to her cos she smells of pin numbers. 

Francesca: Where’s that cheeky monkey gone? Hmm, I’d better talk to sheep.

Sheep : Me and Monkey buiiiiiilt a raft to sail over the river cos we can’t swim and Rooster is too little and sleeps all the time.  I was cross with Monkey but he didn’t do anything too naughty, just not good listening. Where is monkey gone now?

FB: Monkey, monkey? 

Monkey: I wrote a poem. Would you like to hear it? It’s about Poo. Poo is the funniest thing in the whole world. Did you know that? 

Me poo.

You poo.

He Poo. She poo.

We poo.

Poo wee!

Do we?

We do!

(Put monkey back on table – Sheep says ‘ Cat can’t swim, so we said she could squeeze on the raft with us, but Cat was going to ride on Horse’s back with Snake. Snake is mean, he calls me Chops. He is the bad one. 

Cat was going to ride with Snake on Horse’s back – this sounds like a really good clue. Let’s see what Snake has to say… (turn back to audience, pick up Snake)

SOUND TRACK 8

 SNAKE

I know I’m never gonna be the winner of a pop ularity con-test

I’m not the kinda animal that any of you humans want to see undressed

you never thought that it could stink to have a reputation like the one that I got,  

Cos every crime that happens well they try and pin it on me, like I did the lot,

So if there’s anybody out there who can understand my meaning,

If there’s anybody out there who can feel the way I’m feeling,

If there’s anybody out there who gets framed for doing nothing

their teacher’s always blaming and the trouble keeps on coming,

If you thinking what’ the use in even trying to be good

Because I might as well be bad just like you said I always would,

if you’re feeling mean and shouty, come and join my crew,

If you’re feeling sad and pouty you know what to do,

Come be wrong, be wrong, be wrong come be wrong right next to me 

Don’t cry, be strong, be cool cos we don’t need their sympathy.

If your feeling cruel and vicious slide on up to me

If you’re feel downright malicious slide on up to me

Come be bad, be mad, be loud, be proud, be wild next to me,

Come be rude, be crude, play with your food next to me…

It wasn’t me – if you don’t believe me, ask Horse. 

FB Well. I kind of admire that Wrong and Strong attitude. (to audience member) I bet you’re like that, aren’t you. I bet you’re no stranger to the naughty step. I don’t know, Snake seems awfully bad. Let’s ask Horse.

HORSE

It is true. I cannot lie. Although I hate Snake because he cheated me, I must tell you that Snake did not do anything to the kitty. Do not ask me why the long face and I will spare you my tail of whoa – let me just say that I was being a good neighbour, I gave Snake a lift and at the final moment, he cheated me of my rightful place. Cat did not ride with us, Cat rode with the Ox and the Rat. If you want an honest answer, you must ask Ox. 
FB So what did Horse tell us – that Cat rode on the back of Ox. I think we’re getting somewhere. Ox, is it true you know what happened to Cat. Ox? Ox?

OX: Sorry, mate, listening to my ipod. Got some bare choons, bruv. Any oxen in the house? Make some noizzze! Mooosic is moi life. I do beat Oxing. As it happens, I do know what went down. Check it – 

SOUND Track 9 OX SONG

“Cat asked I with big Cat eyes

To take her to t’other side,

Rat squeaked up ‘Please help me too,

I’m not big and strong like you”

I said they could roll with me,

We’d even do some poetry,

But in the middle of the race

Those two got on each other’s case

They pushed and shoved and spat and scratched

And then I heard a dreadful splash!

And just before I reached the banks,

Rat jumped off without a thanks

That little rascal stole my crown,

I should have told and sent him down,

But we’re not ones to make a fuss,

The unsung heroes yes, that’s us,

My crew and me, we rule the raves,

We are the bestest and the brave,

For all you Oxen here today

We’re the ones hip hip hooray

We’re the herd who won,

Yes we’re the herd who won!

FB Well! That was a bit of a bombshell! Did everyone get that? Ox was first across but he gave Rat and Cat a ride on his back – Rat jumped off over Ox’s head just as he was about to reach the other side  - so that’s how Rat won, I was wondering about that… So Cat, do you remember anything? You started the race with Rat  and Ox…

Cat: I remember it all! 

SOUND TRACK 10 CAT SONG

I am Cat and Cat is Me –

Listen to my story…

The Emperor Said All the animals should go

To the South Bend of the River Lo

For a Race

And he would give a place in the calendar

To everyone, not just the winner.

Well Ox was there and Tiger too

And Dragon Rabbit, Snake and Horse

And Monkey Sheep and Rooster and Dog as there and Pig of course

And I was there, right next to Rat,

My pal, my friend, my buddy Rat,

We often sat upon the mat

And chatted about this and that.

Well I know I didn’t have a chance to win the race,

I just wanted the chance to have a place

In the calendar

Which is when I had my idea.

See, Ox was the strongest swimmer,

Except that, Ox is a blind as a bat,

So I said, Let me be your guide,

With my big cat’s eyes,

And you can give me a ride to the other side.

Well that’s when that Rat squeaks up,

Please let me tag along

I’m so nearly nothing, 

You won’t even notice me.

Well, audience, can you tell what’s coming?

In the middle of the crossing,

Where the water was deepest and fast,

That dirty Rat double-crossed us,

Rat pushed me in and laughed,

I nearly drowned I would have died

My 9 lives flashed before my eyes

I was going under for the last time,

When luck and the current washed me up on the other side.

I felt so sad and betrayed,

Like a lost kitten, alone and afraid,

But the pain was nothing to my anger

At being left out of the calendar

No wonder I am the sworn enemy

Through all eternity,

Of that plague-ridden, verminy

Flea-bitten Low-life,

Lying, cheating rodent!

FB We found out what happened to Cat! Perhaps we should see what Rat has to say for himself.

RAT :Yeah, yeah, so I cheated. But look at me man, what would you do? I’m tiny. I got no chance against them lot – chah! No way man, how’s little me supposed to compete? It’s a race, right? You got to use what you got? I don’t got super horse power  or  tiger speed or dragon wings, but I do got brains. So that’s what I did, I used my head – I thought of how I could win and the only way I could win is by cheating. Simple as that man. Cat would have done the same thing to me…

FB That’s enough!  (Separates puppets) Rat, I see what you mean about being smaller than everyone else, but I don’t think you really win if you cheat – and look at all the problems it’s caused. Poor Cat did get left out of the calendar, but Cat, everyone does love you and you get to be cuddled and stuff, plus there’s lots of calendars with pictures of cats on them, but I’ve never seen any calendars with lots of different pictures of rats on them. I think somehow everyone must know what rat did to you because throughout history everyone’s had it in for poor old rat. I think you’re quite even. But I understand that you’re angry. When I get really angry I find that poetry can help – so I’m going to ask you to help me perform a poem called Grrrr.

FB I don’t think they should be close, can I ask two people to come up and help me keep them apart?  (Two volunteers come up on stage.) Houselights.

Ok Cat says ‘I don’t want to I don’t like you’

And Rat says ‘If you touch me, I will bite you’

And this half of the audience can help Cat and this half can help Rat.

Now we need a third half of the audience – you – when I point at you, I want you to scream Y as loud as you can – this is your bit

‘If you sing a lullaby, I’ll join in the key of Y!

ok, everybody ready – and remember, this is to get rid of all your angry feelings, so really shout out your parts.

If you’re cross  then I will glare.

If you’re sad then I don’t care.

If you tell me I’ve been bad, I will say ‘Oh good, I’m glad.’

I don’t want to I don’t like you/If you touch me, I will bite you.

If you try and calm me down, I will roll round on the floor.

If you try and make me stop I’ll hold my breath until I pop

If you shh me I will yell and yell and yell and yell

I don’t want to I don’t like you / If you touch me I will bite you.

If you try to make me eat I’ll spit my food out on the floor.

If you try to make me sleep I’ll bang my head against the door.

If you sing a lullaby I’ll join in the key of Y!

I don’t want to I don’t like you / If you touch me I will bite you.

I’m the worst there’s ever been

I’m the worst you’ve ever seen

I’m a single-handed riot! Now I’m ready to be quiet.

Now, how do you both feel? Better I hope. 

Will you take turns on the swing?

One can sit and one can push?

You could both play hide and seek,

One can hide and one can look!

I  don’t want to I don’t like you / If you touch me I will bite you!

Will you join in for a song

Make a lovely harmony?

Help each other read a book?

Hold hands in the library?

I don’t want to I don’t like you / If you touch me I will bite you!

Will you halve your piece of cake?

Get two forks and share a plate?

Will you lend your PS2

One be red and one be blue? 

I don’t want to I don’t like you / If you touch me I will bite you!

If you really can’t be friends

You know how the story ends

You can never be together

You’ll be enemies forever

FB So there we are, we’ll just have to keep them apart. But what does make sense to me now is how Cats are always on their own. I suppose they got so used to being lonely and left out, they just got used to keeping themselves company. Rat used his brain to win, even though he was the smallest – it’s good to use your brains and it’s good to want to be the best, but I don’ think it’s ok to win at any cost. Because it doesn’t matter really who wins or loses a race because everyone’s different and monkey might be really good at jigsaw puzzles but snake is best at hide and seek, while Dragon rules at spelling and Rabbit is a whiz on the playstation 2. What are you good at? Lots of things I bet. But hey, we did it! We solved the crime! We worked out what happened! Well done you! The task is solved, cat promises not to disturb the harmony of the heavens and the celestial order is restored. Our detective work is done. 

SFX TRACK  11 TRANSFORMATION FB  - MAY YEE

May Yee: Well done, I am surprised to see that our worthless descendant has actually solved the problem of the Chinese zodiac – with your help. I think we should reward her for all her work. What do you think she would like? A birthday? Well, I’m not really in events management but I think we could give her a Chinese horoscope animal. Will you all choose one for her – take out your plate and  pen and draw which animal you think she should be and then we’ll see which one wins.

You have only a few minutes to do this last and final task – don’t eat the pens goodbye! 

SFX TRACK 12 Transformation ends

FB Wow – this is so cool – I’m finally going to have a horoscope sign – which one is it? I don’t think they have an aardvark in the Chinese calendar Madam. 

Ok, everyone ready, let’s vote – Cat!

Hooray! Thank you so much, this is the happiest moment for me, thank you thank you! Goodbye, thank you!

