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Francesca gained experience and training through the Apples and Snakes programme PIE (Poets in Education) and has been working as a workshop facilitator in creative writing, poetry and performance since 1999. She runs one day workshops and masterclasses for all ages, as well as working on longer term projects and residencies with theatres and organisations such as the Barbican, Hampstead, Roundhouse and National Theatres, Education Action Zone schools in Wandsworth and the Metropolitan Police. Later this year, she will be speaking about her work as a performance poet in education at conferences in London, Berlin and the Phillipines.

To book Francesca, you can contact her direct, or go through Apples and Snakes 0207 9243410 www.applesandsnakes.org 

Examples of work in education include:

Spring 2003 

‘Poetry on a Napkin’ at the Tower of London. Following on from  her residency on a similar project at Hampton Court Palace in 2002, Francesca Beard facilitated poetry workshops in and around the Tower of London on the theme of ‘Gloriana’. She worked with three special needs groups - young adults with severe mental and physical disabilities, primary school children with hearing disabilities and patients at the Evalina Children’s Hospital  - to produce a series of poems that were printed on the napkins at the Tower of London café.

Feb 2004 

‘Ear Candy’ for BBC Radio 4, took place in Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool and Leeds. Designed to identify local writers and performers from diverse backgrounds, facilitators Francesca Beard, Malika Booker and Curtis Walker worked with  selected participants to develop their writing into comedy and spoken word pieces for radio. The aim was to attract new writers and audiences to Radio 4 and to build connections for the future with both individuals and local communities. Each one day event consisted of two elements: a workshop in the day and a performance in the evening. Ear Candy is recommissioned for 2005, where Francesca Beard will perform her one woman show ‘Chinese Whispers’ in the second half of the evening’s performance as well as co-facilitating the workshops during the day.
Spring/Summer2004
‘Voices of White City’ for the BBC. (co-ordinated by Spread the Word and convened by Poet Laureate, Andrew Motion). Workshops led by Francesca Beard encouraged participants from both the BBC and the White City community to develop poetry in response to the history, geography and architecture of the BBC site. The work became part of a series of art installations realised by artist John Morgan in and around the White City area. 

July – August 2004
‘Silk Road Tales’ was a series of workshops drawing inspiration from the British Library’s summer exhibition The Silk road: Trade, Travel, War and Faith and the cellist Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Project, for the BBC Proms. Francesca Beard designed and facilitated the Poetry workshops and designed and co-facilitated the Musical Theatre workshops for two groups of 30 young people aged between 13 – 19, from a range of cultural backgrounds and creative experiences. The intensive workshops culminated in a showcase performance at the Shaw Theatre, an event which also featured an interactive performance by Yo-Yo Ma and his Silk Road Ensemble. 
Jan  - Dec 2005
‘Creepy Crawlies’ workshops at the Natural History Museum. Francesca Beard holds three free half-hour sessions on the last Sundays of the month in the Creepy Crawly Gallery at the Natural History Museum. Aimed at young children and their families, the workshops use musical instruments, movement and song to explore Rhyme, Rhythm and, of course, Creepy Crawlies. 
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