Curriculum Vitae

PROFILE:

Born in Malaysia, based in London, Francesca Beard is a writer and performance poet  who has represented contemporary British Literature all over the world, from Azerbaijan to Bulgaria to Colombia, in all sorts of venues, from a Moscow Library to a Melbourne jazz club. She is currently touring a one-woman show, ‘Chinese Whispers’. She has been writer-in-residence at the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace and the Metropolitan Police and run workshops for many institutions, including the British Library, the National Theatre and the Natural History Museum. In May 2005, her first radio play, ‘The Healing Pool’ was broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and London Live. She is currently developing a new show, workng title, ‘London Tales’, supported by the Arts Council, England.
EDUCATION HISTORY:

1986 - 1989
B.A. Hons English Lit, Jesus College, Cambs

1991 - 1992
Postgraduate Certificate in Film and TV Production,


University of Bristol, Department of Drama

1992 - 1993
Producer’s Short Course at The National School of Film and TV, on a European Social Fund Bursary; produced an award-winning graduation film, ‘George and Ramona’ (dir. Mika Kallwass)

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:
1994 - 1995
Researcher & Production Assistant: Peninsular Films.


(Arts & Historical Docs)
1995 - 1996
Production Co-ordinator, 2nd AD/1st AD: Tank Films.

(Commercials, promos.)

1997 - 1998
Researcher & Production Co-ordinator: Keo Films.

(Science Docs)
1998 - 1999
Researcher & Production Co-ordinator: First Circle Films.


(Docu-soaps)
AWARDS:

2002
Biennale Internationale Torino (winner of the International Slam.


Modern Love, with Renaissance One, Group Performance for the Christmas


Show at the South Bank, nominated for an EMMA

2003
Development Grand Awarded from London Arts for ‘Chinese Whispers’

2003
Edinburgh Fringe Festival Tap Water Awards for Best Performer in the


category of Spoken Word (Judges Nomination and Selection)

2004
Commission from BBC Radio Drama project Stages of Sound for 45 minute


radio play (Open Competition for Previously Non-Commissioned Writers)

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL TOURS & RUNS:

1998
Slam Olympics, East Coast, USA 
2000
Big Word residency at The Old Operating Theatre, London

2000
BusJam (Apples and Snakes Arts Access Project on London Buses)
2001
Paradigm ‘Talking Tongues’ Tour

2001
Modern Love Tour, with Renaissance One

2002
Bulgarian Writers’ Festival with the British Council

2003
Comedy and Poetry, Denmark

2003
Kin Tour with Renaissance One

1997 - 2001
Big Word Poetry Cabaret at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival

2002 - 2003
Express Excess Spoken Word Show at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival

2003
‘Chinese Whispers’ 3 week run at BAC

2004
‘Chinese Whispers’ Tour with TWU
PUBLISHED IN:

1998
Gargoyle (Black Spring Press)

1998 - 2003
Cheap Date, The Idler, Ape, Rising, PIL, Saltpetre.

2001
Oral (Hodder & Stoughton)

2001
Dazed and Confused Annual

2001 - 2002
Guardian Guide Column: Francesca Beard’s Weekend
2002
Chris Ofili’s Freedom One Day (Victoria Miro Gallery)

2002
Short Fuse (The Global Anthology of New Poetry) (Rattapallax Press)
2003
Westside Storeys (The Xpress)

2003
Kin (Serpent’s Tail)

2003
Velocity (The Best of Apples and Snakes, Black Spring Press)

2004
The Poetry Store (compiled by Paul Cookson)

Selected Recordings:
1999
Co-creator with composer Piers Faccini of original soundtrack for Fatal  Embrace: Channel 4 docudrama, directed by Jeremy Lovering.

2002

6 x 3 minute performances for LWT idents.

Lyrics and voice on Charley Marlowe ep This Could Be You (slowfoot)

2003

The Heard with John Hegley and John Cooper Clarke, for Radio 4


Performance and Interview for BBC Radio 3 The Verb


Lyrics and voice for Sebastien Martel on Ragalet (Exxos)

2005

Lyrics and voice for Piers Faccini on Without a Trace (Label Bleu)

Commissions:

2001

Imagination Building commissioned by London Open House. 



Bus Jam commissioned by Apples and Snakes.

2002

Freedom One Day commissioned by Chris Ofili and Victoria Miro Gallery

Modern Love (Performance at the Queen Elizabeth Hall for the South Bank Christmas Show (nominated for an EMMA) commissioned by Renaissance One.

Medellin commissioned by the British Council for the ‘Literature Matters’ website

2003

Extract from Chinese Whispers, Sliding Doors for installation in Arts Council England 

Short story ‘Rainy Season’ in Kin (Serpent’s Tail) for Renaissance One.

2004

Poems for Voices of White City commissioned by BBC White City.

Poems for Nspire from workshops at the Dulwich Picture Gallery commissioned by Endymion.

 

Poem for Monega School commissioned by Creative Partnerships London East.



Silk Road Tales Poems commissioned by BBC Proms and the British Library.

2005
The Healing Pool, 45 minute radio drama for BBCR4, commissioned by Stages Of Sound (BBC and ACE)

Poems for Can I have a Word? commissioned by Barbican Education Department.
